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“And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon.” Judges 7:20 
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FRIDAY, JUNE 23, 1950 


In this issue I call your atten- 
tion to the two-important.articles, 
“Moscow Over Methodism,” and} 
“Methodism’s Pink Fringe.” Please 


“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that 
pubdarkness for light, and light for darkness; that put bitter 
for sweet, and sweet for bitter.”—Isaiah 5:20. 
note the following facts about. 


these articles: ~* «4-» It was in the sixth century before Christ that the 
Stanley High is of Methodist| prophet Isaiah spoke out for God. There were certain per- 
training and background and is|tinent things that the Almighty wanted His people to hear. 


now an official of the Federal| He laid His Divine hand upon Isaiah, and sent him forth 
Council of Churches and an editor | to preach. 


of the Reader’s Digest. He is one 

of the most respected and reliable an ae ype Pap oot take 
of journalists in America, and his ate i dualedt sceuilein ‘aeainn: 
article was published first in the Tr tha: tient part of ithe book 


Reader’s Digest. The charges of|., ; 
communistic teachings against the that bears his name this rugged 
and out-spoken prophet, under 


United States and against private 

enterprise and American freedom guidance from Heeven, sought to 

are so serious that intelligent peo- | Convince the people that they were 

ple must face them and consider | Placing their emphasis upon im- 
proper things. The people were in- 


them. . . . . ° i 
Next, note the sermon, “Moscow dulging in evil with persistent dili- 
gence. Not only that, but they 


Over Methodism,” is by a widely- |= 
used Methodist preacher who has |Jeered at the approach of cala- 


Methodisms’ Pink Fringe 


By Stanley High 


STANLEY HicH, a Methodist minister’s son, graduated from Boston Universi- 
ty School of Theology. Now a Presbyterian, Mr. High is an elder in his 
local church and a member of the Commission on Siternationnl Relations of 
the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ in America. 


With its base of operations in America’s largest and most 
powerful Protestant church, the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action sets forth its economic objective on the masthead of_its : 
regularly published Social Questions Bulletin: 

“The Federation rejects the method of the struggle for = 
profit as the economic base for society and seeks to replace it : 
with social-economic planning to develop a society without : 
class or group discriminations and privileges.” 

“Thus,” writes the Rev. Jack McMichael, the Federation’s : 
executive secretary, “we seek not merely to patch up but : 
fundamentally to transform an economic system which has only 
been able to ‘solve’ the acute moral and social problem of mass : 


harness of its carriage. The people 
were not only unconscious of im- 
pending judgment; they were con- 
fused as to the very principles of 
morality. They were living in evil. 
They were living in darkness. They 
were living in bitterness. Now, 
this within itself would have been 
bad enough. But they were doing 
worse than that. They were call- 
ing the evil good. They were call- 
ing the bitter sweet. And they 


been all his ministerial life an 
active member of the Methodist 
ministry. THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
speaks for the best Christian peo- 
Ple in the whole Methodist de- 
nomination when we _ protest 
against the communistic, socialis- 
tic, unAmerican, unscriptural 
teaching of the radical, modern- 
istic bishops of the Methodist 
church who would lead _ that 
church openly against the Bible, 
against historic Christianity and 
against historic Methodism and 
Americanism. 

Some months ago we published 
in THE SWORD OF THE LorpD the 
strong and important article by 
Dr. W. A, Criswell, pastor First 
Baptist Church of Dallas, Texas, 
“The Curse of Modernism.” It 
principally discussed modernism 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rev. 


Lowell Ryan 


mity while they actually wore the 


were calling the darkness light. 

Today we are removed by twen- 
ty six hundred years from _ the 
thundering voice of the old prophet, 
but the reality of his utterances 
still are with us. In this day there 
are those who commit the same 
sin that cursed the soul of those 
in the long ago. There still are 
those who call evil good, and good 
evil; who put darkness for light, 
and light for darkness; who put 
bitter for sweet, and sweet for 
bitter. This is happening within 
the great church of which I ama 
member. | . 

I have a right to speak about 
this matter this morning. I am a 
Methodist. I am a Methodist 
preacher. I united with the church 
at the age of twelve years. My 


(Continued on page 5) 


THE FINNISH GOLD STORY 


How God Miraculously Increased the Money for His Chapel Till It Was 
Enough, in Answer to a Woman’s Prayer 


God never disappoints anyone. 


By S. D. Gordon 


(Psalm 9:10: “Thou, 


Lord, hast never failed them that trust thee.” English Prayer- 


Book Version.) He never has. 


He never does. He never will. 


He cannot. That does not mean that there are no disappoint- 
ments. We all know too much of life to believe that. But it 
does mean that they are never due to God; on the other 
hand they come in spite of God. And they mean as much 
pain to Him as to us—maybe more. 


God never breaks His Word. He 
is very jealous about that. No 
banker’s word given in solemn 
promise is half as dependable, for 
banks may break, but God can- 
not. The Scripture cannot. be 
broken (John 10:35). It never has 
been broken yet. God is watching 
jealously over His Word to see 
that it shall never be allowed to 
fail by so much as the dotting of 
an i, or the crossing of a t (Jer. 
1:12; Matt. 5:18; 24:35).—..... 

True prayer never fails. It 
cannot because it depends on God 
and on His pledged Word. I say 
“true prayer; : because the word 
“prayer” is used in a slipshod way 
for much that the earnest heart 
knows within itself. to be not true 
prayer. 

Prayer itself is a very simple 
thing. It is the pleading or claim- 
ing by a sincere heart for some 
needed thing, based on some 
promise of God’s Word and pleaded 
on the ground of the blood of 
Jesus (Rev. 12:11). Such prayer 


4s verv simple, Its strength, so! 


far as the man praying is con- 
cerned, is in its simplicity. Such 
praying never fails. It never 
has; it mever does; it never 
will; it cannot. Heaven and 
earth will pass ‘away before 
such prayer can fail. 

It is barely conceivable that 
under certain extraordinary cir- 
cumstances of the unlikeliest sort, 
the Bank of England might pos- 
sibly be obliged to close its doors, 
or the government at Washington 
fail to meet the interest on its 
bonds. Such things have happened. 
But God will not permit any trust- 
ing child of His to be disappointed, 
so far as He is concerned. Bonds 
reckoned as “gilt-edged,” and 
‘negotiable paper as “A-1,’” do not 
rate high on the Exchange of God, 
nor on the Exchange of His trust- 
ing follower, as His own pledged 
word. 

Not a word He has spoken 
Can ever be broken 


When those earthquakes of the 


hook of Revelation come along, 


well-secured first mortgages, 
“pilt-edged” bank stock, and 
“fancy” securities will not be 
worth the beautifully engraved 
paper on which they are written. 
But not a letter of this old Book 
of God will be affected; not a 
scrap of God’s power shall be 
touched. There will be no shrink- 
ing in those securities. They will 
rate higher than ever before. 

There are living illustrations of 
this in every part of the world. 
There are as striking stories in 
present-day life as that of the 
nameless widow’s bottomless bar- 
rel up on the east coast of the 
Mediterranean (I Kings 17:8-16). 
In many a shutaway corner of the 
earth God is proving Himself un- 
failing to those simple and strong 
enough to trust Him and to walk 
the difficult, despised path of faith 
in Him. 

I ran across such a story recent- 
ly. And I want to tell it as simply 
as it came to me. Yet I do not 


tell it as an exception, but rather. 


as the rule of what God is doing 
for His trusting and trusted ones 
(Gen. 22:16-18; John 2:24-25). 
The trailing arbutus modestly 
hides its beauty and its sweet 
fragrance under the friendly green, 
out of sight. The lily of the valley 
seeks the shaded, retired nook. 
(Continued on page 6) 


atomic death for the many.” 


recently wrote: 
defy the moral law.” 


postwar America: 


unemployment by an economy for war. And we reject a foreign : 
policy which assures temporary profit for a few but growing : 
insecurity, deprivation of liberty and the increasing threat of : 


“The Christmas story, the story of Mary,” said Mr. Mc- ? 
Michael in a Christmas message to the Federation, 
not the improvement of the present social order but its revolu- 
tionary abolition and replacement anew.” 3 

In his address last year as Federation president, Methodist : 
Bishop Robert N. Brooks declared that in our society “decay 
and putrification have truly set in.” 

A former Federation secretary, the Rev. Harry F. Ward, 
“The profit-seeking economy cannot much longer : 


A vice-president of the Federation and Dean of Boston 
University School of Theology, Methodism’s most influential = 
divinity school, is Dr. Walter G. Muelder, who has thus described | 


“Catastrophe and calamity on a giant scale face the nation. 
The great opportunity to build an economy of full production, 
full employment, economic democracy, security and personal 
freedom is being devoted to autocratic concentrations of eco- 
nomic, political and military power. These are sinister days when : 


“means =: 


(Continued on page 4) 


Where Do Revivals Begin? 


By Evangelist Torrey M. Johnson, D.D. 
(Preached April 16, 1950 in united revival campaign, Oakland, 


California.) 


“And that repentance and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all nations, beginning at Jeru- 


salem.”—Luke 24:47. 


Where do revivals begin? Here in Oakland and the East 
Bay these days we want, we pray and we plead that God will 
give to us a revival the like of which most of us have never 


seen, because most of the people in 
this audience tonight of my gen- 
eration and my age have never 
felt that deep, powerful, searching, 
heart-moving, community-c h al- 
lenging kind of a revival of which 
we read in the Word of God and 
which our fathers have told us 
took place in other days. 


The Bible Full of God’s 
Command to Repent 

Revivals begin with the repen- 
tance of sin, and this Book that 
I hold in my hand is God’s chal- 
lenge to repent of sin. 

The very last words that fell 
from the lips of Jesus in Luke 
24:47 were, “And that repentance 
and remission of sins should be 
preached in his name among all 


nations, beginning at Jerusalem.” | 


Repentance in His name in all na- 
tions. That was the last word that 
Jesus gave. 

The last word of Paul in Acts 
26:20 was, 
to them of Damascus, and at 
Jerusalem, and throughout all the 


coasts of Judaea, and then to the 


Gentiles, that they should repent 


Toon on be eek & <0 eg eae en ee ee 


“But shewed first un-. 


and turn to God, and do works 
meet for repentance.” As he visit- 
ed among the Gentiles, the mes- 
sage that Paul had was repentance 


(Continued on page 2) 
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This is one in a series of Christian cartoons drawn by Charles L. 

Ramsay which will appear weekly. They are reprinted by a special 

permission from 101 Christian Cartoons by Charles L. Ramsay which 

may be secured-for $1.00 from THE SworpD OF THE LorD, 214 W. 
Wesley Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


Where Do Revivals Come From? 


(Continued from page 1) 


toward God and faith toward our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The last word of the Apostle 
Peter in II Peter 3:9 is, “The Lord 
is not slack concerning his pro- 
mise, aS some men count slack- 
ness; but is longsuffering to us- 
ward, not willing that any should 
perish, but that all should come to 
repentance.” Isn’t that a wonder- 
ful word? God is longsuffering, 
not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to re- 
pentance. God does not propose 
that any man should be lost but 
that every man should be saved; 
and the avenue of salvation is re- 
pentance of sin and faith toward 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

What was the message of John 
—the forerunner of our Lord? Re- 
pent, repent, repent! He said it 
to the rich and to the poor; the 
wise and to the unwise; to the 
folk in the city and to the folk 
in the country; to those who were 
ruled and to him who was ruler 
over all. John even turned to- 
ward Herod in his day and said, 
“Repent. Repent of your sin.” 
Herod didn’t like that message of 
repentance, and John lost his head 
for it, but his soul was saved. He 
. honored Christ, and he is glorified 
in the presence of his Lord now. 

What was it that Jonah preach- 
ed in his day after he had had 
that submarine experience? The 
whale couldn’t digest him and-so 
spit him up on the shore. He went 
back again to the city of Nine- 
veh. He cried, “Forty days and 
Nineveh shall be destroyed.” 
“Forty days and Nineveh shall be 
destroyed.” Up and down the ave- 
nues of the ancient city of 600,000 
people he went preaching the mes- 
sage that they must repent of 
their sin and, thank God, the city 
heard and the people heeded. From 
the king upon his throne to the 
peasant in the field, from the top 
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to the bottom they repented of 
their sin, in one ‘of the great re- 
vivals in all history, and God spar- 
ed the city that He would have de- 
stroyed. Here is the city of Oak- 
land. God in these days is say- 
ing that repentance is the place 
where revival begins. And God 
grant that in this city of Oakland 
there may be a revival with re- 
pentance in these days. 

Again God’s command in Acts 
17:30—“And the times of this 
ignorance God winked at; but now 
commandeth all men everywhere 
to repent.” What does God do? 
God commands all men every- 
where to repent. What is God's 
message to you and to me? Repent 
of your sins. 

Now what does repentance in- 
clude? Turn with me to Joel 2:12, 
13—“Therefore also now, saith the 
Lord, turn ye even to me with al] 
your heart, and with fasting, and 
with weeping, and with mourning; 
and rend your heart, and not your 
garments, and turn unto the Lord 
God: for he is gracious and merci- 
ful, slow to anger, and of great 
kindness, and repenteth him of the 
evil.” “Turn ....to me with al) 
your heart.’”’ That is what repen- 
tance includes. Then the prophet 
goes on with fasting, weeping, and 
mourning. I would to God that 
there were more tears in our meet- 
ings these days. They are so dry, 
and because they are so dry they 
are also cold. You never saw a 
meeting full of tears being cold, 
but you will always find a meeting 
where tears are absent being cold. 
Oh, there is something to weep 
over! There is something that will 
make you lose your appetite for 
food, when you see yourself as 
God sees you. My friend, you will 
have reason to weep, to fast, and 
to mourn. 

Sin hurts. Do you know whom 
sin hurts? Sin hurts the person 
who commits it. Oh, I wish I 


j}could take to the teen-age fellows 


and girls all over this audience. 
I wish I could talk to each one of 
you kids individually. I would 
like to talk right out of my 
heart to you. Will you let 
me for a moment or two? 
Let me say this to you kids. Every 
time you sin you hurt yourself. 
You hurt yourself. You can’t es- 
cape it. You can’t avoid it. It is 
utterly impossible. You hurt your- 
self every time you sin—whether 
it is a lie, a dirty story, a secret 


| 


A Little siden \ 


On the Wall 

In Elisha’s day there was “a 
great woman” who thought of the 
preacher who needed physical re- 
freshment @I Kings 4). In our 
day there is “a great man” with 
the same sympathy. 

A few days ago a good friend 
of THE SworD OF THE LoRD, Evan- 
gelist A. K, Harper of Fairfield, 
Iowa, came in to see us. He left 
a check for $200.—double his gift 
last year—to help provide free 
beds for preachers who could not 
otherwise attend THE SWORD OF 
THE Lorp Conferences on Evan- 
gelism and Soul Winning being 
held at four strategic points in 
the country this year. 

Pastors and ministerial students 
who could not otherwise attend 
these conferences should let us 
know. We will undertake to fur- 
nish inexpensive beds free for 
them, We cannot furnish trans- 
portation or meals, nor can we 
provide beds for pastors’ wives. 
Pastors and ministerial students 
must send $1.00 registration fee 
and indicate which conferences 
they will attend. Accommodations 
cannot be reserved otherwise. 
Write to Dr. Rice, THE SWORD OF 
THE Lorp, 214 W. Wesley St., 
Wheaton, Illinois. 

We trust that the Lord will lay 
it on the hearts of others to con- 
tribute to this fund. It will cost, 
we think, an average of about $8 
to provide a bed for each pastor 
or ministerial student. The Lord 
will bless those who make it 
possible for these men to learn 
how to be better soul winners. 
Gifts may also be sent to the’ 
above address. 
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sin or something gross in the way 
of immorality or unrighteousness. 

You do not only hurt yourself, 
but you hurt others. You hurt the 
people whom you love the. most. 
Right now, while I am on _ this 
platform my mind goes across the 
miles back to the West Suburban 
Hospital in Chicago. On a bed in 
that hospital tonight, having been 
there for 12 weeks, is man whom 
I love more than any other man 
in the world—my old dad. He is in 
that hospital waiting every day for 
Jesus to come and take him home 
to Heaven. What a wonderful man 
he is! Until just recently I would 
see him in my audience as I would 
preach. When he and mother 
would come in, I’d see them bow in 
prayer, then dad would look up at 
me with his eyes a twinkle; moth- 
er would look up at me with the 
moisture in her eyes. Those grand 
old people were praying for their 
boy, that he might be God’s ser- 
vant and that God might use him 
to bring souls to Jesus Christ. 


I have never looked into the 
face of that man and of my darl- 
ing mother but what I remember 
those years when my dad was so 
anxious and my mother couldn't 
sleep at night. Our home was filled 
with a great burden, the burden of 
parents for a boy wayward and 
lost, on the broad way to destruc- 
tion and hurtling on to eternal 
damnation. I remember many a 
time as I came home toward the 
dawn of a new day, my mother 
would come into my room, bow be- 
side my bed when she thought I 
was sleeping, and pray, saying, 
“Lord, I am glad You brought him 
home safe and alive again tonight. 
O God, save my boy! Save my 
boy!” I remember my dad putting 
his hands on my shoulder and say- 
ing, “Son, Son, I wish I could 
make the choice for you that you 
ought to make. You ought to be 
a Christian.” I know that the 
lines on those faces, the gray hair 
coursing through those heads and 
the burden that has come  pre- 
maturely upon their lives have 
been a result of the sin, the way- 
wardness, and the heartache this 
boy gave to their hearts. When I 
saw that, I wept over my sin; I 
didn’t care if I didn’t eat again; 
I mourned over my waywardness, 
and I told those dear people many 
times, “Forgive me! Forgive me!” 
But I hurt them and I can’t undo 
all the hurt of those years that 
have gone by. 

Young man, young woman, hus- 
band, wife, remember that when 
you sin you hurt those people who 
love you more than any other 
people in the world; and I wish 
you would quit sinning. The mar- 


ried man in this audience—leav- 


ing your darling wife and kids 
with your eyes on another woman, 
the woman turning from her hus- 
band to another, and young peo- 
ple—sins of all kinds, you hurt 
yourself, you hurt others, but 
worse than that, when you sin, 
you hurt God. Do you choir mem- 
bers know that? When you sin you 
hurt God. If I did that to my 
mother, my father, oh, how must 
the heart of a holy God, and the 
tender heart of a loving Saviour 
be broken and crushed when they 
see us persisting in our sins. When 
you see your sins like that, you 
will want to run to Jesus, and 
confess your sins, because repen- 
tance does not only include repen- 
tance for sin but confession of.sin. 
“If we confess our sins, he is faith- 
ful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness.’”’ I am so glad for the day 
when as a college freshman I 
walked down the aisle of the 
church, I took all the sins of all 
my years and I said, ‘‘O God, here 
is a college freshman who knows 
so much sin, so much shame and 
has caused so many heartaches to 
so many people—God be merciful 
to me a sinner, and save me for 
Jesus’ sake,” and He saved me. 


Repentance Includes 
Forsaking of Sin 


It includes also the forsaking of 
those sins. “Let the wicked for- 
sake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts: and let him re- 
turn unto the Lord, and... he 
will abundantly pardon.” You see, 
when you repent of your sins, you 
eel them, you hate them, you 
confess them, you. break.them,..you. 
turn ‘your back bf them, and you 
say, “I’m through with them. I’m 
through with the Devil and with 
the wickedness of the days. that 
have gone by. I’m going through 
with Jesus from now on.” Have 


, you. broken..with sin? 


A little boy. fell out of bed and 
he asked his mother, “Mommy, 
why do I always fall out of bed?” 

She said, “Son, I think you don’t 
get in far enough when you go to 
bed.” 


Receive Christ as your Saviour, 
and get as far away from the Devil 
and sin as you can, and get as 
close to Jesus as you can. Re- 
pentance includes all these things 
that I have been talking about to- 
night. Who hasn’t sinned in this 
audience? I am_ so afraid that 
there are people in this audience 
who are listening to every word 
that I say, but you are very care- 
fully applying them to somebody 
else. God wants you to have this 
word for yourself. God gave me 
this message, I believe, for the 
vast, overwhelming majority of 
people in this audience. Who is 
there that has not sinned? “All 
have sinned and come short of the 
glory of God.” “There is none that 
doeth good, no not one.” “All our 
righteousnesses are as filthy rags.” 


From What Sins Ought We 
to Repent? 


Sins in the realm of the body. 
Is there a nation on earth that is 
more guilty of sins in the realm 
of the body than America? I don’t 
know. You read in the paper the 
other day that when they made 
an investigation in one of the de- 
partments of our government in 
Washington, they had to remove 
almost one hundred employees 
whom they had discovered to be 
homosexuals, Sin, corruption, un- 
belief. They tell me that this film, 
“Stromboli,” with that immoral, 

retched, wicked women, Ingrid 
Bergman, and that wretched, wick- 
ed fellow, Rosselini, in the first 
few weeks that it was shown in 
the United States had netted a 
profit of almost $2,000,000. Peo- 
ple such..as..that- shouldbe barred 
from our shores, and films like that 
should not be permitted through 
the censorship into the United 
States. Yet masses of people have 
gone to see a- woman who still is 
advertised as a mother of a second 
child born out of wedlock and she 
isn’t yet married to that man. 
Let me cry from the housetops 
against sins in the ‘realm of the 
body. Is there a man in here that 
is guilty? Is there a woman here 


(Continued on page 3) 


Dr. Gilbert Stenholm, Direc- 
tor of Extension of Bob Jones 
University, released during the 
recent University Commence- 
ment the following interesting 
figures. Students from. the 
U. S. and foreign countries 
traveled more than 5,000,000 
miles to attend Bob Jones Uni- 
versity. This is 200 times 
around the world at the equa- 
tor, We doubt if there is any 
other institution in America 
whose students travel as far 
to attend as do the students 
who attend our University. 
There are 102 denominations 
represented in the student body 
and 54 denominations repre- 
sented in the ministerial group. 
There are 1,000 young men 
who are studying for the min- 
istry and about 500 who are 
preparing for the foreign mis- 
sion field. Seventy-nine of this 
year’s class have either already 
left for the foreign mission 
field or are preparing to leave 
at the earliest possible moment. 
These young people are going 
out under 17 foreign mission 
boards. During the past year, 
our “preacher boys” conducted 
70,643 public religious services. 
They dealt personally with 
216,769 people about their souls. 
We have reports of 35,142 who 


Saviour. We have a record of 
18,990 backsliders who have 
been reclaimed; This means 
that these ministerial students 
were instrumental in bringing 
into contact and _ fellowship 
with the Lord Jesus Christ 54,- 
132 people. These young 
preachers put into the hands 
of people 1,277,326 tracts, tell- 
ing these people what to do 
to be saved. 

The figures quoted do not in- 
clude the work done by our Bob 
Jones University girls who have 
led many to the Lord Jesus 
Christ, nor does it include the 
work done by our men students 
who are not preparing for 
the ministry, but who are soul 
winners. Practically all of our 
Bob Jones University students 
have a passion for souls and 
are taught to win the lost to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. During 
last summer and during the 
school year, the ministerial 
students traveled a total of 
1,508,670 miles in their exten- 


Dr. Bob Jones Says: 


definitely accepted Christ as} 


sion work. It is our opinion that 
no other educational institution 
has ever been able to. release 
such a wonderful report as 
this. Surely God is with Bob 
Jones University. We are ask- 
ing our friends everywhere to 
pray more and more for the 
institution, As time goes on, 
the burden gets heavier and 
the responsibilities get greater. 
We are earnestly appealing 
to you Christians to keep on 
keeping on sending contribu- 
tions to the Student Loan En- 
dowment Fund. During Com- 
mencement, a number of stu- 
dents testified, ‘““We are leaving 
immediately Pe the mission 
field. We would not have been 
able to have come to Bob 
Jones University and received 
this training if it had not been 
for the Student Loan Endow- 
ment Fund.” Some of our fin- 
est graduates this year had to 
have some financial help in 
order to attend Bob Jones Uni- 
versity. We have raised over 
$300,000 of our million-dollar 
Student Loan Endowment 
Fund. We must get a minimum 
of $200,000 more by the close 
of next school year. I do wish 
we could get the entire million 
dollars within the next twelve 
months. 
you friends who have not 
contributed, please send some 
amount and do it as early as 
possible. We are earnestly 
praying that God will give us 
strength to carry on until we 
reach the million dollar goal. 
We sincerely desire to get 
enough money in the Student 
Loan Endowment Fund so we 
will never have to turn away 
any student who wishes _ to 
train for Christian service be- 
cause the student does not have 
enough money to pay expenses 
in full. All of you can pray for 
us, and practically all of you 
can invest some of God’s money 
in this fund we are raising. 
Whatever you do will be great- 
ly appreciated. We promise you 
that we will use your money 
so as to do the most good possi- 
ble to the most people possible. 
Please let us hear from you. 
Thank you and God bless you. 
BOB JONES, Founder 
Bob Jones University 
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Page Three 


Where Do Revivals Begin? 


(Continued from page 2) 
who is full of shame? Is there a 
boy here with secret sin? Is there 
a girl who has sold her virtue? 
Are there people within this audi- 
ence tonight who, in the realm of 
this body that would be the tem- 
ple of the Holy Spirit, have de- 
bauched, degraded, defiled it, and 
it is full of sin? Then you need to 
repent. 

Sins in the realm of .the mind. 
In the days of Noah we read that 
every thought and that every 
imagination in the hearts of men 
were only evil continually. When 
I think of the magazines, the 
books, the pictures and now what 
is being shown on the television 
screen in only too many instances, 
I think then of the things that 
are defiling the minds. Listen, 
young people, be careful what you 
see, because you are taking pic- 
tures all the time that you will 
have to look at sometime. when 
you won't want to. Even after 
you are saved some of the pages of 
the past will come back and haunt 
you, and you will say, “Would 
God that I had never allowed 
those thoughts and ideas to pene- 
trate my mind through my eyes, 
through my ears and through my 
understanding.”” What has been 
in your mind? Would you tell oth- 
ers the rot, the filth, the dirty 
stories, and the uncleanness? 

Sins in the realm of the spirit. 
Those sins are in the realm of the 
intangible, but they are very real. 
Backbiting, criticism, jealousy, 
hatred; faultfinding, disagreeable- 
ness, lying, maligning,. passing on 
stories about someone else that 
are doubtful. I would to God that 
such a revival would come to the 
city of Oakland that Christians, 
regardless of church affiliations 
and denominational connections, 
would be able to love one another 
in sincerity and in truth, and that 
the differences would be done 
away, and you could say, “We are 
one body in Christ, and with ter- 
rible enemies in the world, the 
flesh and the Devil, we must stick 
together on this thing.” Do you 
know that if the divisive sins 
which come into our families, our 
local churches and between our 
churches were repented of, and we 
would go to the room of prayer, 
and say, “O God, I am guilty of 
the sins of the spirit. I have 
criticised my preacher, or found 
fault in our Sunday school. I have 
been making fun of some of the 
folks in the home. I want to get 
these things straightened out. God, 
I repent. Forgive me of these 
sins.” 

Who doesn’t need to repent? 
Brother, sister,“ neighbor, it is 
time. It is past time. It is far 
later than we think. We need a 
God-given, a Holy Spirit-impress- 
ed spirit of repentance in the 
hearts of one and all. May God 
smite our hearts with conviction 
in the measure that sin occupies 
our hearts. 

Sins in the realm of the eternal. 
What are they, preacher? Neglect 
of the Word of God! That is like 
lying. That is like telling dirty 
stories. That is like robbing some- 
body else when you neglect the 
Bible. This Book will keep you 
from sin or sin will keep you 
from this Book. You sin when you 
neglect the Word. You sin when 
you neglect prayer. One of the 
great sins of our day is the sin of 
neglecting family worship in our 
homes. How many of you are 
thankful for the cherished memory 
of family worship with father and 
mother in a devout Christian 
home? I thank God every day of 
my life that my home was very 
ordinary and that we were raised 
in ‘the knowledge and admonition 
of the Lord. When my father 
bought a house he bought it as 
near to the church as he possibly 
could so that he could get there 
all of the time. We lived two 
doors away from the house of God. 


the seed in their hearts. Where 
are..those young married people 
just starting out? Do you know 
what the center and the founda- 
tion of a successful home is? One 
thing—family worship! The fami- 
ly that prays together stays to- 
gether. The family that reads the 
Word together stays together. The 
family that is in church together 
Stays together. The family that is 
out and out for God stays to- 
gether. We need to _ repent, 
“God, I have neglected’ the 
Word, I have neglected prayer, 
my own life is hollow and empty. 
My home is filled with differences 
and unkindnesses, and there are 
differences growing up between 
us. It is unhappy and sometimes it 
is hell.” God let it be hell for you 
so that He can make it heaven 
for you when you repent. 

Preachers, sometimes we need 
to repent. The fact of the matter 
is, until we repent we cannot ex- 
pect much from the people. The 
burden of my heart is that we be 
right with God and before the 
people in the early days of this 
campaign. 


What Unrepented Sins Do 
Now what about those sins if 
we do not repent? Sins unrepent- 
ed, block revival and hinder the 
Holy Spirit. Sin is the only thing 
that can keep Oaklandfrom reviv- 


alinthese days. Sin, unrepented, 


can block revival, and brother, I 
would hate to stand in your shoes 
in that day before Jesus and have 
Him say to me, “If you would have 
repented of those sins and turned 
to God, you would have had a 
great revival in Oakland, but you 
wouldn’t repent. You were too 
proud. You were too selfish, you 
were too hard. You hindered the 
work of revival in that city.” 


Achan - one man - hindered a 
victory. Do you remember him? 
He blocked the victory for a few 
dollars and a garment for his wife. 
That goodly Babylonish garment 
that she might string around her 
head, and the few nickels that he 
might have jingling in his pocket— 
for that, thirty-six! people were 
killed, an army was routed, a na- 
tion was changed, and God was 
dishonored. You, if you do not re- 
pent of your sins, will block re- 
vival and hinder the Spirit. 


Somebody in Oakland is wait- 
to see how these meetings 
are going to affect you. He 
knows you. He is in the of- 
fice, the shop or the school where 
you are. He is saying, “Well, yes, 
he goes down there to that revival 
meeting, but if that preacher and 
those people knew him like I do! 
Believe you me, I could tell that 
preacher something about him.” 
He ehas the goods on you. You 
know he has the goods on you. 
God knows he has the goods on 


you, and you, because you won't 
repent, are standing in that fel- 
low’s way, and he will go to Hell 
while you hang on to that pet 
sin or pleasure which you won't 
let God take away from you. I 
would crawl on my belly from 
here to the gates of Heaven, but 
let me not be a stumbling block 
to anybody else to come to God. 

The land will be cursed, and 
that what I am afraid of for 


America because I know this gang 


of fellows who are preaching out 
across America today. I know Jack 
Shuler, Bob Cook, T. W. Wilson, 
Merv Rosell, Billy Graham and 
John R. Rice, and God bless dear 
Dr. Harry Ironside. He sent word 
to me that he is praying for me 
every day of this campaign. I 
think that Harry Ironside is anxi- 
ous for what. happens in Oakland. 
This is his home town, and he is 
one of the great men who came 
out of this city for God, and has 
walked up and down the avenues 
of our nation. 


I am so afraid that somebody 
will not repent, and that America 
will have to pay and be cursed, be- 
cause II Chronicles 7:14 says, ‘‘If 
my people, which are called by my 
name, shall humble themselves 
and pray, and seek my face, and 
turn from their wicked ways: then 
will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal 
their land.” If my people—church 
people of Oakland—religious peo- 
ple of Oakland— better people of 


Oakland—moral people—whatever 
they are—will repent and humble 
taemselves. You know that you 
are going to have to humble your- 
self, brother. You will either have 
to do it now or then, for every 
knee shall bow and confess that 
Jesus is Lord to the glory of God. 
You will either bow before Jesus 
now in repentance, or you will bow 
in that day in submission and for 
judgment. “. . . seek my face and 
turn from their wicked ways, then 
will I hear from heaven, and will 
forgive their sin, and will heal their 
land.” 

My friends, I don’t care who is 
in Washington, or who is in Sacra- 
mento, we will get nowhere in the 
United States until we have reviv- 
al, and revival begins with repen- 
tance. Do you believe that? Will 
you do it? Then there is hope and 
not unless. If you won’t, we might 
as well close the campaign and go 
home. My unsaved friend, if you 
will not repent of your sins and 
turn in faith to Jesus Christ, you 
are going straight to Hell. Jesus 
said in Luke 13:3 and 5, “I tell 
you, Nay: but, except ye repent, 
ye shall all likewise perish... .I 
tell you, Nay: but except ye re 
pent, ye shall all likewise perish.” - 

I remember that sailor boy in 
Norfolk, Virginia. He was saved 
in the meeting Saturday night. 
Sunday he was out on his motor- 
cycle going down the way, and 
over a culvert he went and off the 
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How To Ask For WONDERS 


And Know YOUR Prayer 
Will Be 


Heard! 


YOU Can Make God’s Way Your Way! 


21 INSPIRING CHAPTERS : 


A Prayer-Hearing God. 

Why Pray? 

Prayer is Asking. 

The Answer To Prayer is Receiving. 
Praying For Daily Bread. 

Asking Bread For Sinners. 

Praying For Healing. 

Praying For Healing, Continued. 
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10. Praying In the Will of God. 

11. Definite Praying. 

12. “‘Have Faith In God” 

13. Just Pray! 

14. Praying Through. 

15. Why Fast and Pray. 

16. Big Prayers to an Almighty God. 
17. Does God Work Miracles Today? 
18. Miracles Today, Continued. 

19. Hindrances to Prayer. 

20. Hindrances to Prayer, Continued. 
21. The Sin of Prayerlessness. 


Positive Answers 


As Told by Dr. John R. Rice in 
‘““PRAYER—Asking and Receiving” 


‘‘My wife and I prayed two days for a car 
and from a totally unexpected source a new 


sedan arrived on the third day.’’ 


‘“‘We prayed together over our 5 
daughter... 


contact.’’ 


Praying For Anything and Everything You Want. 


. diptheria... fever of 10 
and within 12 hours the fever...and all 
symptoms of diptheria disappeared.’’ 


‘One night I laid out before God the need 
for $920 for His work. Two days later I re- 
ceived a check for $1,000 from a man 
never seen and with whom I had had no 


FREE trial! 


Answers To Prayer You Can’t Forget 


_“Prayer—Asking and Receiving” is jam-packed 
with true life, present day miracles wrought by 


nh is a book that shows the way to every- 
thing you need to make you a happy, useful 
Christian, a blessed, victorious Christian! Here is 
the key to your every need, your every desire. 
‘“‘Prayer—Asking and Receiving” is practical, down- 
to-earth, definite, readable, based on proof from 
the Bible and actual experience. Here you will 
find the thrill that comes throught definite answer 
to definite prayer—evén WONDERS! This book 
shows you how to pray in God’s way; how to enlist. 
God’s direct help in solving any problem that may 
beset you—money, job, illness, how to save way- 
ward souls. And you can receive this book on 


Prayer—ASKING PRAYER, Dr. Rice shows you in 
vivid illustrations that direct prayer to God gets 


results—TODAY. Dr. 


Scriptures that God 


will respond to your every scriptural request. Read 
this book and you will realize that you can be 
happier and accomplish more with God’s help than 
you ever dreamed possible. Get it on Free Trial 


today! 


120,000 Published 


This is America’s fastest selling book on Prayer. 
Thousands have been blessed by this book. We be- 
lieve that you, too, will find happiness, peace, 
wealth of heart, security, position and honor in 
God’s Way. You will want to read and re-read 
this inspiring, exhaustive, unusual book. For a 
better way of life, secure in God’s blessings, order 
your copy today. Take advantage of the Free 
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I had examination! 


‘‘We prayed in a Bible conference for an 


unsaved man, 


before, while we were praying.’’ 


‘‘In hundreds of cases needs were met to 
the penny or the dollar of the amount 


asked. 


then went to his home and 
found he had surrendered to Christ 20 minutes 


SEND NO MONEY 
FREE 7-Day Examination 


No matter what your faith—see 


Rice proves through the 
wants you to ask—and He 


Prayer -- 
Asking and Receiving 


Nearly 150,000 words, 328 pages 
dealing with 18 prayer topics of 
importance to you. Becutiful, stur- 
dy, royal blue cloth binding, stamp- 
ed gold; attractive blue wrapper 
(as pictured). The tremendous suc- 
cess and huge production brings 
all this to you for 


ONLY $2.00 


for yourself how important “PRAY- 
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Joe Rice 


A Preacher for 


Kenneth Chapman 


Four Sword of the Lord evangelists have openings for 


meetings in and around Siloam 


Springs, Arkansas. 


Four Sword of the Lord evangelists will be available 
July 12 to August 5 for meetings in the Siloam Springs 
area. The men who have open dates are Kenneth Chapman, 
James H. Melton, Joe Rice and George McDonald. They are 


all young evangelists and each is being used in soul-stirring 
evangelistic meetings. They will bring a spiritual blessing 


to any church in which they minister. 


These men will represent THE | 


SworD OF THE Lorp wherever open- 
ings exist in the Arkansas-Okla- 
homa-Missouri area. They show 
Dr, Rice’s sermon film, “The Dy- 
ing Thief,” an earnest appeal to 
the unsaved, preach and give an 
invitation to the lost to come 
to Christ Jesus. 


The services these men hold are 


not primarily promotional, but 
they will tell about THE SWORD OF : 
THE Lorp Conference: on Evan- 
gelism and Soul Winning to be 
held at Baptist. State Assembly 


Grounds, Siloam Springs, Arkan- 


‘sas, August 6-11. 


Churches inviting these men 
will discover that they put no 
price on their services. However, 
a free-will offering is requested 
to pay their expenses. Why not 
invite one of these godly men to 
preach in your church? 

Pastors desirous of securing the 
services of any of the above evan- 
gelists should contact the Exten- 
sion Department, THE SWORD OF 
THE LorD, 214 W. Wesley, Whea- 
ton, Ill. 


Methodisms’ 


Pink Fringe 


(Continued from page 1) 
Christian possibilities are being 
betrayed for Fascist realities, The 
strangulation of the labor move-| 
ment, the repression of minority | 
parties, peacetime conscription, 
the militarization of education, 
repression of civil servants and 
teachers, and the refusal to im- 
plement racial brotherhood pro- 
vide a cumulative threat to spirit- 
ual values: and an invitation to 
the coming of God’s righteous 
judgment in doom.” .. | 

Such views are unquestionably 
contrary to the convictions of a 
great majority of Methodists, yet 
they are being zealously promoted 
by a powerful and growing minori- 
ty in the name of Methodism. I 
believe this to be a threat to 
the prophetic tradition of the 
church and a serious liability 
for Protestantism, as .a whole. 
That such a left-wing minority is 
officially tolerated is, in itself, an 
indication of the success of their 
tactics in concealing their real 
aims behind a humanitarian fa- 
cade. 

Here are quotations from repre- 
sentative articles in the Federa- 
tion’s Bulletin which further re- 
veal the ideas on America and 
Soviet Russia which it seeks to 
advance. 

From “Behind the Headlines,” a- 
regular editorial feature: ‘The 
picture is not merely decadence. 
It is degeneracy. Capitalist society 
led by the United States, trying to 
stop the advance of social de- 
mocracy, is destroying the de- 
mocracy it brought into being.” 

From an article by the Rev. 
Alson J. Smith, until last year edi- 
tor of the Bulletin: “What the 
European Recovery Program seeks 
is not the rebuilding of Europe 
but the rebuilding of a particular 
kind of Europe—a capitalist Eur- 
ope, safe for investment and ex- 
ploitation.” 

From a published report by Mr. 
McMichael: “More than all other 
outside foreign factors put to- 
gether, it is the foreign policy of 
the United States which feeds 
and stimulates the “Cbstly, tragic 
civil wars in Greece and China, 
and which undergirds their hope- 
-lessly reactionary, anti-poor, pro- 
status-quo and anti-democratic 
governments. And this reaction- 
supporting, war-feeding U. S. for- 
eign policy has been clothed all 
along in the most democratic and 
humanitarian garb.” 


From an article by Dr. Jerome 
Davis: “In the light of the record 
of the past 30 years, in the light 
of the actual facts, the Soviet 


‘Union certainly has a record as a 


force for peace the equal of that 
of the United States.” 

From “Behind the Headlines”: 
Back of the actions of all our 
leaders since Roosevelt died “is 
evident fear of the demonstrated 
success of socialist planned econo- 
my, first in the Soviet Union and 
now: “in Poland-Czechoslovakia 
where U.N, reports show a@ great- 
er gain in production under joint 
planning than in Western Eur- 
ope.” 

An article in the Bulletin 
quotes, with approval, this state- 
ment of Professor Harold J. 
Laski: “Russia is not the greatest 


threat to. peace, it.is.the United}: 


States. Stalin does not want war 
and will do anything to keep the 
country from war. The same can- 
not be said for America.” 

Since, in a church of nearly 
nine million members, the Federa- 
tion has only about 5,800, some 
Methodists with whom I have 
talked minimize its importance 
and influence. But its membership 
is rapidly increasing. It is organ- 
ized in chapters in most of the 
annual conferences in which, ad- 
ministratively, Methodism is. di- 
vided. It has units, led by faculty 
members, in Methodist theological 
schools. “If you’re not a pacifist 
or a socialist or both,” one Meth- 
odist theologue told me, “you feel 
pretty foolish around here,” © 

The president of the Federation 
is a Methodist bishop—as were 
his two predecessors. Five of its 
six vice-presidents are bishops. 
Its recarding secretary is the 
head, for work among Methodist 
women, of the Department of 
Christian Social Relations. Its 
treasurer is associate secretary of 
the Missionary Education Move- 
ment. Its assistant treasurer is 
editor of the Pastor’s Journal, a 
Methodist publication for preach- 
ers. 

The Federation’s membership 
rolls include 16—or nearly half— 
of the church’s active bishops and 
the ministers of some of the coun- 
try’s largest Methodist parishes. 
The heads of the church’s four 
leading ‘theological schools are 
members. -So are the editors of 
three Methodist papers and sever- 
al Sunday-school publications, the 


executive secretary and associate 
secretary of the Methodist Board 
of Foreign Missions, the executive 
secretary of the National Confer- 
ence of Methodist Youth, the three 
top executives of the Methodist 
Peace Commission, the superin- 
tendent of the Department of Ne- 
gro Work, and many others who 
hold positions of influence in the 
church and, through numerous in- 
terdenominational agencies, in 
Protestantism. ; 

Two years ago the Federation 
called a national conference in 
Kansas City, Mo., to discuss “The 
Christian Church and Present-Day 
Tensions.” Its guest of honor and 
headlined speaker on China was 
“Christian General” Feng Yuhsi- 
ang, who, having gone over to the 
Communists, was reputedly in the 
United States as their emissary. 
“The Communist side,” he said, 
“is really the army of the people, 
the peasants.” Though Generalis- 


| imo Chiang Kai-shek is, himself, 


a Methodist and though his gov- 
ernment was officially recognized 
by the United States, no speaker 
was scheduled to present the pro- 
government, anti-Communist point 
of view. 

Headlined speaker and consult- 
ant on American-Soviet Relations 
at Kansas City was Dr. Jerome 


| Davis, one of the country’s fore- 


most apologists for Russia, a 
member of some 40 organizations 
officially listed as Communist 
fronts. 

Dr. Davis’s book, Behind Soviet 
Power, is one of the cleverest, 
most all-out pro-Soviet books yet 
published in America. It was sent, 
free of charge, to all the 22,000 
Methodist preachers in the United 
States by two prominent Federa- 
tion members. With the book went 
a letter, signed by these high of- 
ficals, and written on the official 
stationery of the Methodist Board 
of Foreign Missions and Church 
Extension, recommending that the 
book be read. 

“The greatest moral and spirit- 
ual problem facing the American 
people,” said Dr. Davis at Kansas 
City, “is not the struggle between 
Communism and democracy. That 
is a spurious issue. It is the strug- 
gle between reaction, the old or- 
der, the control of property and 
an emerging new order pushing 
its way up through blood, tears 
and strife.” 

When someone asked him about 
Russia’s concentration camps, Dr, 
Davis replied: “They are simply 
places to keep criminals.” Asked 
about Russia’s. conquest of Es- 
tonia, Lativa and Lithuania, he 
declared that Russia was entitled 
to them. Asked about reports of 
the jailing of innocent people, he 
Said: “If Russia sends innocent 
people to concentration camps and 
is tightening up on its civil liber- 
ties, that is the fault of America 
—the terrific war talk in the 
United States.” 

No speaker with contrary views 
was scheduled. 


A scheduled “resource leader” 
for the discussion of “The Chris- 
tiam Church and Civil Liberties” 


jwas Carl Marzani. For conceal- 


ing his communist Party member- 
ship in order to retain his post 
in the U. S. Government Marzani 
had recently been indicted, found 
guilty and sentenced to a year in 
jail. On the program at Kansas 
City he was officially described 
as a “victim of the present Gov- 
ernment loyalty-purge.” 


In defending the Methodist Fed- 
eration for Social Action, some 
of its spokesmen lay great stress 
on its status as an “unofficial” 
agency of the Methodist Church. 
But there is nothing unofficial 
about the Methodist dignitaries 
who grace its letterhead, consti- 
tute its membership and make an 
official place for it and its mes- 
sage on the program of so many 
official Methodist conferences. 
Whereas the church has official 
agencies to speak for it on peace, 
temperance and other issues, the 
Federation, though “unofficial,” is 
the only church-wide agency 
which speaks in the name of 
Methodism on economic and re- 
lated questions. 


_ The Federation’s national of- 
fices are housed in the official 
Methodist building in New York 
City. Its telephone number is the 
Methodist number, Though having 
no church, the Rev. Jack Mc- 
Michael maintains his standing 
as a Methodist minister by vir- 


tue of the official approval] of his 


position as Federation secretary 
by the presiding bishop at every 


é 


meeting of the annual conference 
to which he belongs. 

Mr. McMichael, whose duties 
as Federation secretary are a full- 
time job, is young, personable and 


dynamic. Much in demand as a’ 


speaker, particularly among young 
people and students, he travels 
the length and breadth of the 
country, carrying the Federation 
message to Methodism and be- 
yond it. Prior to becoming Federa- 


tion secretary, in 1945, he was. 


chairman of the American Youth 
Congress—one of the Communists’ 
most notorious fronts, identified 
by the U. S. Attorney General as 
subversive. He has been associated 


Communist fronts—16 of them, 
according to the Attorney Gener- 
al, subversive. 

Fully as influential in leading 


the Federation and shaping its 
policies is Dr. Harry F. Ward, 
its “grand old man” and former 
secretary, Few Americans not ad- 
mitted party members have a 
longer, more inclusive record of 
fronting forthe: Communists, “He 
has been affiliated with at least 


70 organizations and undertakings 
officially listed as Communist 
fronts. He has written extensively 
for Communist Party publications 
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with 36 organizations listed as 
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Moscow Over Methodism 


(Continued from page 1) 
undergraduate work was taken in 
a college of arts and sciences own- 
ed and operated by the Methodist 
church, and my seminary train- 
ing was received in one of her 
schools of theology. My local 
preacher’s license was issued to 
me in 1930. In 1935 I was ordained 
a deacon, and in 1937 was elected 
by my annual Conference to El- 
der’s orders and received the ordi- 
nation attendent thereto. Since 
1933 I have served as pastor of 
Methodist churches’ throughout 
the Southwest Texas Annual Con- 
ference. At the present time I am 
in my fifth year as pastor of the 
South Bluff Methodist Church in 
Corpus Christi, Texas, a congre- 
gation of 1300 members, who give 
me the privilege of preaching to a 
crowded house every Sunday. I 
have a right, therefore, to speak 


out about the Methodists, because 


I am one of them. 

Now, my friends, there are many 
things that are well with Method- 
ism today. In 1939 when the 
Methodist Episcopal Church, the 
Methodist Episcopal Church South 
and the Methodist Protestant 
Church brought their forces to- 
gether through unification, it 
brought into being a Methodist 
Church of slightly over eight mil- 
lion members. In the ten years 
that have passed since that time 
another million have come into the 
ranks, making a church of nine 
million members, which is today 
America’s largest Protestant body. 

The institutions of Methodism 
are outstanding. Ever mindful of 
the needs of the human body, she 
has sprinkled the nation with her 
hospitals, homes for the aged, the 
orphans and the unfortunates. She 
owns and operates 123 colleges and 
universities, and these schools are 
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supported without one dollar of 
subsidy from public funds. Her or- 
ganization is precise. Her system 
of administration and her method 
of supplying ministers to local 
congregations make it possible for 
even the smallest community 
where Methodists live to have the 
services of a pastor—at least on 
a part-time basis. Her. church 
buildings are a credit to our na- 
tion. Ranging all the way from 
stately cathedrals to plain village 
meeting houses, her places of 
worship are adapted to the type 
and temperament of varying con- 
gregations. And at the present 
time she is building an average 
of one new church every day. Yes 
—in these repects, it is well with 
the people called Methodists. 

In other respects, however, the 
picture is not so bright. Some of 
our people have forgotten that 
Almighty God is always more con- 
cerned for the purity of His peo- 
ple than He is for their prosperity. 
Into the Methodism of today there 
has crept an impurity of mind, 
which can be ignored only at the 
peril of our very life and use- 
fulness. There can be no denial of 
the assertion that the.shadow’ of 
Moscow hangs heavily over 
Methodism today. 

A few days ago a woman called 
me to ask if I had read a certain 
article in the February Reader’s 
Digest. When I answered in the 
negative, she suggested that I read 
it. This woman refused to give her 
name, although she stated she 
was a member of my local con- 
gregation. Ordinarily I give little 
attention to either an anonymous 
phone call or letter. That very 
afternoon, however, I chanced to 
be in a drug store and out of mere 
curiosity purchased that magazine. 
I skipped over, as of little con- 
sequence, the article the lady men- 
tioned, but was gripped by another 
article. This was an article on 
Methodism. It was writter by 
Stanley High. Now Stanley High is 
a Methodist minister’s son, who 


| graduated from Boston University 


School of Theology. Now a Pres- 
byterian, Mr. High is an elder of 
his local church, and a member of 
the Commission on International 
Relations of the Federal Council of 
the Churches of Christ in Ameri- 
ca. His voice is an informed voice. 
In this article the author points 
his finger of scornful accusation 
at an organization known as the 
Methodist Federation for Social 
Acticn. It is his contention: that 
this organization is built upon a 
foundation of Communism, is man- 
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jis not the greatest threat to peace. 


ned, for the most part, by officers 
with a red taint and is a vocal 
Protestant agency which steadily 
carries on against our American 
economic system. 

It is my conviction that Stanley 
High has rendered Methodism a! 


real service in calling the atten- |. 


tion of her membership, and the 
attention of the nation at large, 
to the situation as it really exists. 
I have watched this organization 
with keen interest, and I was 
greatly pleased. when Methodism’s 
General Conference of 1948 refus- 
ed to make it’an official part of 
the Methodist church. 

Mr. Jack McMichael, the execu- 
tivé secretary of the Federation, is 
a personal acquaintance of mine. I 
first met him several years ago 
when he was one of the featured 
speakers at the summer. Methodist 
Assembly in Kerrville, Texas, I 
present at the Assembly when he 
organized the chapter within the 
Southwest Texas Annual Confer- 
ence. A year or two later he was 
brought back to the Assembly to be 
the platform speaker for the young 
people. He is a very personable 
young man, interesting to listen 
to, but subtle in his appeal to 
people to get one the band wagon 


Socal Action. ? 
Now I know full well that there 
are those who will accuse Mr. 
Stanley High of misrepresenting 
the entire situation. There are 
others who will pass off the article 
as being of no consequence. There 
are others who will actually de- 
fend the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action. They will defend it 
on the grounds that out of a mem- 
bership of nine million Methodists, 
this particular organization has 
only 5,800 members. We will re- 
member, however, that in some 
instances it is not the number 
which counts, but the _ strategic 
position occupied by that number. 
What is the picture in that re- 
gard? Well, the President of the 
Federation is a Methodist bishop— 
as were his two predecessors. Five 
of its six vice-presidents are bis- 
hops. Its recording secretary is the 
head, for work among Methodist 
women, of the Department of 
the Department of Christian Social 
Relations. Its treasurer is Associ- 
ate Secretary of the Missionary 
Education Movement. Its assistant 
treasurer is editor. of the Pastor’s 
Journal, a Methodist publication 
for preachers—which, incidentally, 
comes to my desk each month. 


The Federation’s membership 
rolls include 16 or nearly half of 
the church’s active bishops, and 
the ministers of some of the coun- 
try’s largest Methodist. congrega- 
tions. The heads of ‘the church’s 
four leading . theological — schools 
are member. So are are editors of 
three Methodist papers and several 
Sunday School publications, the 
Executive Secretary and Associate 
Secretary of the Methodist Board 
of Foreign Missions, the Executive 
Secretary of the National Confer- 
ence of Methodist Youth, the three 
top executives of the Methodist 
Peace Commission, the Superin- 
tendent of tthe Department of 
Negro Work, and many. others who 
hold positions of. influence in the 
church. 

Well, it’s a rather imposing list, 
isn’t it?. Let me say, however, 
that there are millions of us within 
the ranks of Methodism who do not 
adhere to the communistic gospel 
propagated by the Methodist Fe- 
deration for Social Action. This 
does not mean at all that we are 
not interested in working for the 
betterment of social conditions in 
the nation and the world. It sim- 
ply means that we do not believe 
that the way of communism is the 
way to the solution of any prob- 
lem. 


What are some typical pieces 
of ‘the gospel propagated by the 
Federation? Here is one: “Russia 


It is the United States. Stalin 
does not want war, and will do 
anything to help keep the country 
from war. The same cannot be said 
of America.” Well, here is one 
Methodist who does not believe 
that. 


Now listen to this: “If Russia 
sends innocent people to concen- 
tration camps and is tightening 
up on its civil liberities; that is 
the fault of America—the terrific 
war talks in the United States.” 
Well, here is one Methodist who 
does not believe that either. 


Listen to this: ‘In the light of 


the record of the past thirty years, 
in the light of the actual facts, 
the Soviet Union certainly has a 
record as a force for peace the 


lequal of that of the United 


States.” Well here is one Methodist 
who does not believe that either. | 
Listen to this: “Capitalist socie- 
ty led by the United States, try- 
ing to stop the advance of social 
democracy, is destroying the de- 
mocracy it brought into being.” 
Well, here is one Methodist who 
doesn’t believe that. And some- 
how I have the feeling this morn- 
ing that in this regard I am the 
spokesman, self-appointed perhaps, 
but nevertheless the spokesman, 
for millions of other old line spirit- 
ual reserve. Methodists who see 
no conflict between their devotion 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and their 
devotion to the American Way of 
life. 

So to Mr. Jack, McMichael and 
the other leadership of the Metho- 
dist Federation for Social Action, 
I simply have this to say: A num- 
ber of preachers and number of 
laymen have joined your organiza- 
tion. That is their business and not 
mine. During the past five years I 
have been approached numerous 
times about joining the chapter 
which is now 6rganized within the 
Southwest #fexas ‘Annual Confer-: 
ence. This I have consistently re- 
fused to do. I shall continue that 
refusal so long as the policies and 
purpose of the Federation remain 
unchanged. It is not my intention, 
so long as I am “clothed and in 
my right mind,” to be counted in 
the membership of an organization 
led by a man who has been as- 
sociated with 36 organizations list- 
ed as Communist fronts—16 of 
them, according to the Attorney 
General, subversive. It is not my 
intention.to be within the mem- 
bership of an organization whose 
“srand old man” and guiding light 
has been affiliated with at least 
70 organizations and undertakings 
officially listed as Communist 
fronts and who has written ex- 
tensively for the Communist Party 
publications. When an_ organiza- 
tions such as that is seeking to 
enlarge its borders and increase 
its membership, my reply must be, 
“You ean include me. out.” 

“Woe unto those who put bitter 
for sweet, and sweet for bitter.” 
Yes, says the prophet, woe unto 
those. This is just a true today as 
it was when the prophet said it in 
the sixth century before Christ. 
Bishops, District Superintendents, 
Ministers and laymen..would—ren- 
der-a real service to the church 
they-profess to love if they would 
audaciously repudiate the Metho- 
dist Federation for Social Action. 


It’s bad enough to allow a house to 
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become dirty. But there’s one 
thing worse than that—and that is 
to refuse to clean the house when 
it is dirty. : 

Let us pray: Our Father, we 
thank Thee for a great church— 
a church which has called sinners 
to repentance and pointed them to 
a merciful and loving Saviour. We 
thank Thee for a church organized 
in this nation for the expressed 
purpose of converting this conti- 
nent and spreading Scriptural holi- 
ness throughout this land. We pray 
this morning that this church, 
which Thou hast blessed abundant- 
ly and used mightily in days gone 
by, may seek to remain, under 
God, a church pure and undefiled. 

We know that Thou art God, 
and that the welfare of Thy church 
is ultimately in Thy hands and 
not in ours. We thank Thee this 


day for the blessed assurance that: — 


“Crowns and thornes may perish, 
Kingdoms rise and wane; 

But the Church of Jesus 
Constant will remain; 

Gates of Hell can never, 
Against that church prevail, 
We have Christ’s own promise, 
Which can never fail.”—Amen. 
(Order additional copies from 
RYAN PUBLICATIONS, 13829 


Seventh St.—Corpus Christi, Tex--— 
as—Price—Ten cents per copy) — 


The Editor’s Notes 


(Continued from page 1) 
unbelief in the Bible wherever we 
find it. We urge every reader to 
read prayerfully. 

* * co 

The editor is in a revival cam- 
paign sponsored by the Callaway 
Ministerial Association at La- 
Grange, Georgia, with fen or 
eleven churches of this industrial 
district cooperating. We have had 
a good beginning, with six saved 
Sunday night, June 4, with grow- 
ing conviction and concern and 
crowds. Pray for us. 

+ a * 

We are having a splendid re- 
sponse from people who want to 
help spread the gospel in Japan. 
As fast as money is provided, we 
will have big printings of our 
gospel literature in’ Japanese 
language scattered by sound mis- 
sionaries and workers of the 
Pocket Testament League. God 
help us to reach as many in Japan 
for Christ as possible! Those who 
wish to help may write, Sword of 
the Lord Publishers, 214 W. Wes- 
ley Street, Wheaton, Illinois, 

6 ” * 


Our beloved friend, Evangelist 
A. K. Harper, businessman—evan- 
gelist of Fairfield, Iowa, dropped 
in at the Sword of the Lord office 
the other day. His grandson was 
graduating from Wheaton College 
Academy with my daughter Jo- 
anna. Brother Harper left a check 
for $200 to help pay for beds for 
ministers and ministerial students 
at the four SworRD OF THE LORD 
Conferences on Revival and Soul 
Winning this summer. Pastors, 
evangelists, or ministerial students 
who cannot afford to pay for a 


room, will be given comfortable 


beds without expenses at Lake Ar- 
rowhead, Pennsylvania (nine miles 
south of Binghamton, N.Y.) June 
29-July 2; at Lake Louise, Toccoa, 
Georgia, July 10-16; at Cedar 
Lake, Indiana, July 16-23, and at 
Siloam Springs, Arkansas, Baptist 
State Assembly Ground, August 
6-11. We cannot pay transporta- 
tion nor provide for ministers’ 
wives. We hope churches and 
friends will, 
provide for transportation and 
meals. 

Thank God for the generous 
help of our beloved friend, Evan- 
gelist A. K. Harper, God will re- 
ward him and preachers will bless 
him for this help. 

1” ~ = 

The editor had three days at 
home June 1-3. Daughter number 
five, ‘Joanna, graduated from 
Wheaton. College Academy, secre- 
tary of her class, and a member 
of the National Honor Society. 
Daughter number four, Jessie 
Ruth, finished her junior year in 
Wheaton College, is a senior 
representative and vice-president 
of the Student Council next year. 
Young people who do not dance 
nor attend picture shows and have 


long hair can be successful and * 
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The Finnish Gold Story 


(Continued from page 1) 


The sweetest flowers are not 
found in the shop window. They 
are known only by those who seek 
them out in the quiet seclusion 
of the valley or hillside. 

There is a wondrous modesty 
about truth. Shall I say, with 
awe-touched words, that there is 
a sweet modesty. about God. He 
speaks to all in the unfailing sun, 
the noiseless moon, the life-giving 
rain and dew. But His best is re- 
served for those who come away 
into the inner circle. He opens 
His inner heart to all who will 
come into heart touch, but only 
to these (Psa. 25:14, margin: 
John 15:15). 

This story is of a humble, quiet 
woman in one of the shutaway 
corners of the earth; of the sad 
spiritual need of her neighborhood: 
of her simple bravery in trying 
to do something to meet that 
need; of an hour of great distress 
when the enemy pressed hard and 
her soul was in sore straits; and 


-of God’s unfailing faithfulness. 


This is the whole point of the 
simple recital—God is faithful 
(I Cor. 10:13). His Word cannot 
be broken. Prayer never fails. 

| I think I will tell the story as 
it worked itself out to me, for 
there is to me, and ever will be, 
a distinct touch of awe—a touch 
of God’s own hand—in the way 
in which I came to know the story 
personally. There is a story of 
guidance, guidance of an exquisite 
sort, as a prelude to the story 
itself. arte 

It was a winter’s night up in 
Stockholm. The evening meeting 
was over and a number of Christ- 
ian friends were gathered about 
the supper table. We were talk- 
ing, as we ate, of our experiences 
of God’s goodness. One lady pre- 
sent was induced to tell, through 
interpretation, a story of the un- 
usual experience of a friend of 
hers in Finland. 

It was about a woman who had 
to pay an unjust bill for lumber 
used in building a little chapel. 
She hadn’t enough money; . all 
efforts to get more failed; legal 
action threatened; then during 


_.prayer._the..money.in--her little 


treasure-box increased in amount 
until there was enough to pay the 
claim. There are the bones of 
the story. 

It quite startled every one who 
heard it, Such a thing was un- 
heard of in modern times. And 
doubt was freely expressed by 
some of the most earnest and 
thoughtful ones. present. The 
doubt was not of God’s power to 
do such a thing, but of the ac- 
curacy of the story. The woman 
in her excitement must have 
made a mistake. Some friend was 
secretly helping, it. was thoupht. 
Was she used to counting money? 
Was the box locked up so that 
no one else could get access to 
it? She was probably a_ good 
woman, but rather excitable. So 
question and comment ran on. 

As I listened to the story, then 
to the comments, I thought that 
if it were true—and.- our friend 
who told it to us and who per- 
sonally knew the woman in it, 
seemed -quite assured herself of 
its being so—it should not be told 
until it could be thoroughly veri- 
fied, but that if it could indeed 
be verified, it should be told and 
told widely. So my wife and I 
began to slip in a daily petition 
at praying time that if it were 
true as told, we might be led up 


to the little remote village—some- 


where in Finland, I knew not just 
where—to learn the story at first 
hand; and that I might be privi- 
leged to speak in the little chapel. 


Step by Step” 
(Proverbs 4:12: “As thou goest 
step by step, the way shall open 
up before thee.”—Free Transla- 
tion.) 
Several months went by. A re- 


quest came late that winter from 
Finland, but I was unable to 
accept because of other work at 
the time named. Then came an- 
other urgent request for a sum- 
in Finland, 
which I was glad to be able to 
accept, But it was on the South- 
ern coast of Finland and this yes 
e 


mer appointment 


a long distance—a full tw 


hours’ journey—from the village 
prayer 


of the story»Still the daily 
went up that the the Father's own | 


plan in this would work out. 

‘A little while later, while speak- 
ing in Christiania, a letter came 
requesting attendance at the an- 
nual meeting of the Free Church 
of Finland. I had never heard the 
name of the place of meeting be- 
fore and hadn’t the remotest 
idea just where it was. So it was 
with intensest interest that we 
hastened down town to a tourist 
office to see a map and find out 
just where this place was. 

A touch of awe was felt as we 
saw that it was in the far northern 
part of Finland and that we must 
pass straight through the village 
of the story to get there. The 
date of this second appointment 
came immediately upon the heels 
of the first. It began to seem 
very plain that we were “being 
taken” to the scene of the story. 
And that made it look as though 
it were indeed true and that 
there was a purpose of God in 
its being known and told. But I 
determined to sift it most rigidly. 
Then there came a letter from 
the woman herself who had the 
experience and with whom I had 
corresponded in the winter, Say- 
ing that she was to be a delegate 
at this Free Church meeting and 
asking me to speak at a district 
meeting of ministers and other ap- 
pointed to meet in her village a 
week later. Then came a request 
from the summer school of Finnish 
University students at a place 
within two hours of this village I 
was thinking about. 

Both places and dates of these 
gatherings fitted together as 
though it had been so arranged 
for convenience in travel. The 
quiet sense of awe deepened. I 
felt that it had been arranged. 
There was a plan of action being 
worked out. The feeling that I 
was being led on by an unseen 
hand grew and stilled me. I was 
being led to where I would meet 
this person, then straight into her 
village and into her own home, 
and to speak in the little chapel, 
which was itself the standing wit- 
ness in wood and brick of the 
wondrous experience. 

I ‘had been praying that if that 
journey to Norway and Finland 
were indeed God’s own plan, the 
dates and places might dovetail. 
And no itinerary carefully studied 
out for months before had ever 
dovetailed more beautifully than 
this was doing. I was enabled to 
attend five annual national gather- 
ing, each of which touched the 
whole of Finland and each a dif- 
ferent circle; and one less rep- 
resentative in attendance—al] 
within three weeks. 


I learned afterwards that our 
friend of the story had been pray- 
ing that her unusual experience 
might in some way become widely 
known, so that God’s great faith- 
fulness might be more known and 
appreciated. Then when first she 
learned that I was coming to Fin- 
land she began praying that the 
doors might open very wide to 
me, but was careful to do nothing 
toward that end herself, so that 
God’s own purpose and power 
might be more evident. It is seen 
now how fully both these prayers 
were answered. ' 

Then our prayer had begun to 
include another very important 
item; namely, -a@ good interpreter 
for the story. I would need one 
who was perfectly free in English 
as well as Swedish if I were to get 
a clear, intelligent understanding 
of the story. My experience in 
listening to broken English made 


of Nad 


me feel keenly how absolutely es-| 


sential this was: Yet I knew that. 
humanly, it might be very dif- 
ficult. For good interpreters are 
rare. 


As it turned out it was even 
more difficult than I knew. For 
the people of this inland. country 
district of Finland spoke and 
understood, for the most part, 
only Finnish, the language used 
by about seven-eights of the Fin- 
nish people. And so the interpre- 
ter who would have done for me 
ordinarily would not answer the 
purpose now unless he could speak 
freely three languages—namely 
Finnish and English for the meet- 
ing, and Swedish also for the 
story, for that was the native 


answer could not have been bet- 
ter. One of my interpreters at 
the Free Church meeting—the 
Finnish interpreter—was an ac- 
quaintance of the woman of the 
story. She is a schoolteacher in 
the Finnish capital, and combines 
in rare degree the intellectual and 
spiritual qualities that must com- 
bine in good interpretation. Fin- 
nish is her native speech; she has 
known Swedish also from early 
girlhood, and she spoke English 
as freely as I could wish. 

I heard afterwards that she is 
widely known as a schoolteacher, 
as an expert interpreter and as 
a very earnest Christian. I have 
had no one in all my experience 
with interpreters who combined 
spiritual grasp and insight and 
spiritual sensitiveness with the 
keen accurate intellectual equip- 
ment to a fuller degree. And I have 
been unusually blessed inthe rare- 
ly qualified interpreters whom God 
has graciously sent to me. This 
lady was on her vacation and her 
arrangements were such that she 
could come. She graciously offered 
to make her plans suit our need 
and came for whatever days I 
would say. I have anticipated a 
little in order to group together 
the items in the rare guidance that 
surrounds the story. 


Background of the Picture 

It was with an unusual sense of 
awe and of God’s gracious pre- 
sence, ever increasing, that we 
went on to Finland and began the 
round of appointments there. I 
shall never forget those three 
weeks in Finland. If ever I was 
moving in the current of the 
stream of God’s will, surely it was 
then, as constantly revealed by 
the quiet, irresistible power felt 
and seen in the meetings. I had 
only to think of steering—steering 
to keep in the current; the power 
was in the current. 

So we came to meet our friend 
of the story and so we came to 
her village—two hours by rail in- 
land from the Baltic coast of Fin- 
land. At last we came into her 
own simple home and then into 
the plain little wooden chapel with 
its wondrous story of God’s faith- 
fulness. 

We had nearly two days to get 
acquainted with our new friend 
and to learn her story, before the 
meetings began. We found that 
she is the postmistress. There 
really is not a village—only a 
railroad junction, whose import- 
ance is made the greater by the 


ing carried on here by the Russian 
Government. 

We found a very quiet woman 
in middle life, whose _ gentle, 
patient face told plainly her life 


work, and thinking of others. Her 
father had been a clergyman of 
the old conservative State Church 
in Abg,... the ancient~.eathedral 
center of Finland; where her early 
life had been spent;.her mother’s 
father was a physician. 


for more than twenty years, a 
position which can be held’ only 
by one passing the rigid govern- 
ment examination. That means 
more than it would in the United 
States or in England for the post 
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or government bank. In the ab- 
sence of banks most money 
changes hands by registered mail 
instead of by bank check. The ex- 
tensive railroad operations have 
much increased the volume of 
post office business at this point 
—the work requiring wusuaily 
three, sometimes four or five as- 
sistants. 


I found that during one quarter 
recently the registered mail pass- 
ing through her’ hands, whose 
contents were known, contained 
almost one million Finnish marks 
(a German mark is about twenty- 
five cents or one shilling; a Fin- 
nish mark about twenty cents, or 
tenpence), that is about $200,000 
That would make the annual sum 
passing through her hands that 
year roughly, $800,000; though I 
got the impression that that was 
a rather heavier quarter than 
usual. Besides this was registered 
mail whose money contents were 
not declared. This at once showed 
the great importance of her post 
and the responsibility with which 
she was entrusted by the govern- 
ment. 


Her books were as carefully 
kept as any bank account books 
I have ever examined in my earlier 
banking days; not only with the 
painstaking accuracy, but with 
the neatness of a skilled account- 
ant. This seems a sufficient answer 
to the comments I heard when 
the story was told in Stockholm. 
She was accustomed through the 
years to the careful counting of, 
and accounting for large funds. 
Painstaking accuracy in money 
matters had become a life habit 
deeply grained in. 

Then a few questions brought 
a picture of the sore need out of 
which the experience had grown. 
Finland, of course, has~a State 
Church—the Lutheran—which is 
practically the only church in the 
country, the Free Church move- 
ment being of comparatively re- 
cent origin and not yet legally 
organized as a church. The whole 
country is divided into parishes, 
many quite large. The parish here, 
I found, was a large one with one 
church building in a population of 
some four thousand people and in 
a territory eighteen English miles 
across. This church was about 
two and a half English miles 
away; the nearest others being 
four, ten, and twelve miles away. 
Meetings had been held in the 
houses and schnolhouses; many 


had been converted, and many 
others greatly blessed. But the 
need of a little chapel was sorely 
felt. Our quiet friend was the 
leader in all this, as well as in 
the building of the chapel. 

The story of the building of the 
chapel was a most fascinating 
one, but I think I must come at 
once to the story of the money. 


The Sore Need 


While the building was going 
up, there came in a bill for lumber 
which had been bought and re- 
ceived. But the amount was larger 
than it should have been. With 
the bill came a peremptory letter 
demanding immediate payment 
and threatening legal action. The 
bill was for seven hundred and 
fifty-one Finish marks (about 
$150), being twenty-seven dollars 
more than the right amount. The 
common commercial custom of the 
country provides for long credit. 
The amount was unjust, the usual 
time of payment was not given 
and legal proceedings threatened. 
This was a wholly unexpected and 
distressing complication. 

She was troubled to know what 
to do about the unjust increase in 
the bill. The difference of over 
one hundred and thirty marks 
was a serious one, in view of the 
condition of the chapel funds and 
the great difficulty experienced in 
getting funds. She could refuse to 
pay and go to law, but that meant 
endless trouble and additional ex- 
pense; and, further, she could not 
feel free in her heart about en- 
gaging in a lawsuit over the Lord’s 
work. The words of Matthew 5:40 
came repeatedly to mind. Finally 
she decided to pay the full amount 
if she must but only under strong 
protest against the injustice. It 
greatly strengthened her after- 
wards in praying for the money 
that she was acting in the spirit 
of the Master’s teaching. 

The chapel funds were made up 
wholly of freewill offerings by the 
people attending the services. The 
people are very poor; the funds 
were very low. Our friend stood 

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Finnish Gold Story 


(Continued from page 6) 
quite alone in the responsibility. 
There had been much opposition 
among the church people to the 
chapel being built. It was a time 
of sore stress of soul. She cried to 
God and there came to her a great 
quiet peace that seemed to brood 
over her. Then she commenced 
praying for the money. This was 
in May of 1908. The legal actioa, 
if taken, would give her until 
October. 

Then followed a never-to-be-for- 
gotten time of tireless effort, 
constant disappointment, unceas- 
ing prayer, sore stress of spirit and 
yet a strangely quiet peace—all 


intermingled. Every effort to get? 


the money, either by gift or by 
borrowing, was entirely fruitless. 
There seemed only a stone wall at 
every turn. There were criticism, 
reproach and even sneers, but very 
little money. Her difficulty be- 
came known in the little com- 
munity and was freely discussed, 
especially by those opposed to the 
chapel, who said that now it must 
be sold to pay this debt. 

Still she prayed. In her words, 
“The prayer lamp burned day and 
night.” It was a time of great 
searching of heart and sore strain 
in -her spirit. The final time of 
payment. drew near. Now some- 
thing must be done. The law 
officer or sheriff was a friendly 
man, but of course must do his 
duty. A last effort involving a 
journey to a near-by town, proved 
unavailing. The man she hoped to 
see was abroad; his wife thought 
she ought not to have begun 
building till she had the money. 
As she returned on the train her 
spirit was in deepest concern and 
yet there was that strange sense 
of peace that would not leave. 

The telling of it to us brought 
back the ‘experiences so vividly 
that she had to pause at times to 
get better control of herself in- 
wardly, though outwardly she was 


always very quiet and controlled. 


And we waited with a deep and 
deepening sense of awe as we 
were allowed to look into the secret 
recesses of a human soul and 
witness a little of the intensity 
of its struggles. 


The Story 

That was a wondrous time on 
the train... The brooding presence 
.of Jesus seemed so near as she 
quietly sat thinking, while the 
train noisily hurried on. Her soul 
was drawn out in prayer to an 
unusual extent. In her dire ex- 
tremity she cast herself upon 
God. Then there came into her 
mind something she had thought 
of all during the building of the 
chapel. But now it seemed to have 
a new meaning. Her mind was 
-turned to the time in the desert 


when the loaves and fishes were | 


multiplied. Then this prayer seem- 
ed given to her that God would 
touch her slender chapel funds and 
do as in the desert—make them 
sufficient for the need. 

On her return home, as socn 
as she could get time from her 
work she went to the drawer to 
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get the little box where her chapel 
funds were kept. She had counted 
the money before the last journey 
and found she had just three 
hundred fifty marks ($70). Now 
she took the box out to the sitting 
room. She had on hand ninety 
marks €$18) of her own personal 
money. This she added to the 
Lord’s money and poured all out 
upon the table. It was at the 
noon hour. The post office, which 
was in one part of the dwelling, 
was closed. She was quite alone. 

She bowed in prayer over the 
table, spreading her hands out 
over the little heap of money, 
and prayed that God would indeed 
do as she believed He was leading 
her to ask. In simple childlike 
language she said, “Lord Jesus, 
bless Thy money as Thou didst 
bless the loaves in the wilderness. 
I will put my loaves, too, in Thy 
hands, and do Thou let them with 
Thine meet this need; let this 
money cover the amount of this 
bill.” So she remained a little in 
prayer. 

Then she counted one hundred 

marks ($20), and put it in a little 
heap by itself, then a_ second 
hundred, and a third, and so on, 
until there were seven such heaps 
of one hundred each, and a smaller 
heap of fifty-one marks. And she 
noticed that there was now much 
gold, though there had not been 
much gold in the box. This brought 
to her mind the words of Isaiah 
60:17. 
‘With a great awe filling her 
being, she fell upon her knees 
thanking the Lord Jesus; then she 
rose and carefully counted again. 
Again she placed her hands up- 
on the money, praising Jesus 
whose presence scemed very 
real, and again she prayed that 
the money might remain until she 
could pay the law officer. 

We went with her as she unlock- 
ed the drawer in which she al- 
ways kept the Lord’s treasure- 
box, and reverently. handled the 
plain little wooden box. No one 
looking at the big businesslike 
buneh of keys which she always 
carried in her pocket, and watch- 
ing her unlocking the various 
drawers for papers and record 
books and carefully locking each 


again, -could have any doubt 
locked 


about that. .box being 
securely where no hand but hers 
could get at it. 

Then.-she saw the sheriff, or 
law officer, and told him that 
now he could come for she had 
the money. He couldn’t believe her, 
knowing well her struggles, and 
asked where she got it. In her 
simple quiet way she said the Lord 
had sent it. Two days later he 
said he would call on the morrow 
to collect the amount of the bill. 

That day, when free from the 
post office duties and quite alone, 
she took the box and spread the 
money out again. Now she felt 
an impulse to put her own ninety 
marks in a little heap by itself 
before counting the rest. She 
obeyed this impulse. Again ‘she 
spread her hands over the money 
and prayed and praised; again she 
counted, and now an additional 
touch of God’s power was revealed 
—there was the full sum of seven 
hundred and fifty-one marks with- 
out her own scant -hardearned and 
hard-saved money. 

With heart too full for words 
she fell upon her knees praising 
the Lord again and again. She 
understood better now what the 
Master was doing; she had freely 
given all her own reserve, but He 
would make the funds enough 
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without her own slender store. 
Again she prayed that the money 
might remain until the collector 
came. 

The next day he came. She had 
him sit at the opposite side of 
the table while she told him her 
story. He was much moved. Then 
she did as before poured the 
money out of the box quietly pray- 
ed and praised over it, then 
counted it out to the man. Now 
some few silver coins were leit 
over after the bill was paid, 
though she had put her own 
money aside. She had often prayed 
that the Lord’s little treasury box 
might never be quite empty and 
that prayer was now being re- 
membered. The collector was 
greatly moved and _ drew five 
marks from his pocket, saying, 
“I want to put a little to this 
wonderful money.” 3 

So the money was paid and the 
legal reeeipt duly made out. Then 
our friend wrote a note to be 
sent with the money to the 
lumber dealer. It said that the 
amount of the bill was unjust as 
he knew and was now being paid 
under strong protest, but in ac- 
cordance with the spirit of love 
in the words of the Saviour in 
Matthew 5:40. So the bit of 
witnessing went with the gold. 

That is the story. She had three 
hundred and fifty Finnish marks 
in a little box under lock ($70). 
To this she added ninety marks of 
her own, making four hundred 
and forty marks in all. This sum 
increased to seven hundred and 
fifty-one marks, an increase of 
three-hundred and eleven marks 
(slightly over $62). Then a second 
time it increased to seven hundred 
and fifty-one marks, without her 
own ninety marks, a total increase 
of four hundred and one marks 
(slightly over $80), then it still 
further increased a slight sum, 
which remained in the box after 
this bill was paid. 


This increase came through 
prayer alone, without human 
means being used, though the 


utmost effort had been made to 
get human help. The prayer was 
offered: only because she felt 


moved to do so: The increase came} 


only after five months of tireless 
yet wearying effort, continual 
prayer, sore strain of spirit, very 
much suffering of mind and spirit, 
and after real sacrifice that cut 
deep down into her. own life. And 
that sacrifice was, as.I incidentally 
learned only a part 6f the sacrifice 
she had been yielding to in her 
own home and life, at every step, 
since the building of the chapel 
had commenced. ! 

This was the same sort of thing 


that took place daily for many 


months with the widow of Zarep- 
hath (I Kings 17:8-16). It is 
identically the same as occurred 
with that prophet’s widow, whose 
two sons were about to be sold 
into slavery to pay her debt (II 
Kings 4:1-7), and again, with the 
multiplying of the ‘loaves to feed 
the hungry’in a time of sore 
famine (II Kings 4:42-44). It is 
not different in kind, only in 
degree from the feeding of the 
great multitudes twice by our 
Lord with a few loaves and fishes, 
and enough pieces left over and 
carefully gathered to feed still 
other hungry souls (Matt. 14:15- 
21; 15:32-39, with parallels). It 
belongs in the same group with 
the two great catches of fish in 
the gospels, where the Master’s 
presence increased the supplies 
required for the need (Luke 5:1-11; 
John 21:1-14). 

I must confess that we had 
rather a wet time—the interpre- 
ter, my wife and I—as we sat 
with our friend, listening to her 
story looking at her neatly-kept 
diary of those wondrous days, 
watching reverently as she lived 
over again the stress and then 
the joy of those days; pausing with 
her as the sudden flush of feeling 
was quietly gotten under control, 
then listening again, and question- 
ing, and in our hearts trying to 
praise such a faithful Saviour, and 
Friend, and Master. 


What It Means 
The teaching of this’ simple, 
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startling story is very plain. And 
most earnestly do I ask that no 
editorial shears shall ever part 
this paragraph and what follows 
from the story itself. The teach- 
ing is not that we are to ask God 
to multiply our money in this 
way. Or, even that we may do so. 
If ever again He leads some 
trusting child of His to do some- 
thing of this same sort, that one 
will recognize His leading with- 
out needing to depend on such an 
incident as this and will recog- 
nize it better yet as the results 
come. This same thing may not 
o¢cur again in a generation or 
in many generations. I have never 
before heard of such a_ case, 
though for years I have kept a 
sharp lookout for striking actual 
experiences of God’s_ dealings. 
This came in a sore emergency; 
it was an emergency transaction. 

The simple teaching of the 
experience for us is this: 


His Word never fails. True prayer, 
guided by the Holy Spirit, bathed 
in the spirit of sacrifice, never 
fails and cannot. Should an emerg- 
ency arise where men have wholly 
refused to let Him use them in 
sending help, and everything else 
fails, He will do an act of creation 
before He will let His Word fail, 
or let any trusting child of His 
be disappointed in his dependence 
upon Him. God Himself, is the only 
One who knows when such an 
emergency arises. His Spirit guides 
the prayer. This is the one touch- 
stone of all true prayer. 

Some might think, without 
thinking much, that here is an 
easy way out of money difficulties, 
if we can go to God and have our 
money increased in this way. Yet 
such a thing may not occur even 
in sore need. For notice, this 
little chapel is not yet wholly 
paid for. This is one of the burdens 
of service which our Finnish 
friend, at her country post office 
up yonder, is carrying just now 
and constantly praying over. 
There yet remains~--over eight 
hundred dollars unpaid. (The title 
to the property is vested in a 
holding board of trustees which 
has been formed to hold title to 
all Free Church property in Fin- 
land, so best meeting the. legal 
situation.) That is a large sum 
to these people to whom the 
chapel has become a_ésé spiritual 
home; much more than it sounds 
to American or British ears. They 
are poor country folk. The money 
being given constantly comes out 
of hard-earned, carefully counted, 


and frugally eked-out funds. Our 
friend has no thought of praying 


that this debt shall be met in 
like manner. That prayer has 
not’ been put into’ her. heart. 
Where it is gf to .come. from 
she often wonders as she prays 
and plans and nurses the funds, 
and prays some more. 


The School of Prayer 


There is a further bit of a living 
sermon here. It is this: True pray- 
er is put into our hearts by the 
Holy Spirit. The yearnings of our 
hearts after God, for loved ones, 
for special needs, are simply 
echoed yearnings. They are in 
God’s heart. They are there first 
and most. They are simply echoed 
in our hearts from His. His great 
yearning is that we shall be in 
such simple touch with Himself 
that we can echo His own heart’s 
longings in our hearts. 

In our quiet  broodingtime, 
alone with Him over His inspired 
Word, day after day, He draws 
near to us. He trains our judg- 
ment; He schools our understand- 
ing; He disciplines our inner 
spirit; He opens the ears of our 
hearts (Eph. 1:18); He teaches 
us what to pray for and how to 
pray, and—even more—how to 
pray persistently. 

There was a special session of 
five months in that schoolroom of 
prayer before He put into our 
Finnish friend’s heart the prayer 
which from the first He planned 
that she should offer. She wasn’t 
ready to offer it till it was put 
into her heart. If she had offered 
it sooner of her own accord, it 
would have brought nothing. 
True prayer is not a matter of 
logical conclusion mentally ar- 
rived at from examining some 
promise of God’s Word. It is far 
deeper than that, while still very 
simple. True prayer is hammered 


God. 
never fails anyone who depends | 
upon Him; He never disappoints; | 


into shape upon the anvil of the 
knees, while the fire burns hot 
and every strike of the hammer 
is keenly felt. 


’ tt is difficult to tell the sense 


of awe mingled with intense in- 
terest with which we went down 
the very dusty country road to 
look at the little chapel. It was 
a very unpretending structure, 
thoroughly built and practically 
arranged. There was a smaller 
room opening out of the larger, 
with a little combination kitchen 
and sleeping room at one side. 
Upstairs was the “prophet’s cham- 
ber,” combining sleeping and study 
room for the preachers when they 
were so blessed as to have some 
one come. 

But Sunday is a busy day re- 
gardless of the presence of a 
“proper preacher.” At ten is a 
Sunday School in Finnish, at noon 
a preaching service which our 
friend takes when no one else 
can be gotten, at four a Swedish 
Sunday School. The caretaker is 


|a woman of practical versatility 


keeping the place in order, opening 
it for services, sleeping in the 
combination kitchen, and being a 
converted woman, teaching the 
Finnish Sunday School. About two 
hundred can be crowded in when 
all available space is thrown to- 
gether. 

But there were many more than 
that during the few days of meet- 
ings. The inner space was crowded 
almost to discomfort, speaker and 
interpreter having no extra elbow 
space on the platform. And each 
window brought to view a group of 
eager listeners standing without. 
Was it any wonder that in such 
a building the Spirit of God moved 
so mightily, though gently, upon 
human hearts! It seemed as 
though the heavens opened and 
the upper gales blew softly down 
and swept over the people. Heart 
doors that had- been tight shut 
opened up at the touch and some 
only partly open swung wide. 

As we walked over the little 
chapel with our quiet friend, 
questioning, listening, thinking, 
it became clear and then clearer 
that this story we had come for 
was only one chapter in a story. 
It was a sort of climax chapter; 
those going before were of the 
same sort all leading up to this 
climax. It was a long story run- 
ning through a number of years— 
a story of longing, of struggle, of 
steady, patient fighting against 
difficulties of every imaginable 
sort, of most. stubborn resistance 
to all her plannings, as though 
some unseen spirit force were 
pitted against her, of persistence 
in effort and prayer always just 
a bit more persistent than the 
resistance, and of an_ unfailing, 
unseen Friend by her side. Here 


.seemed to be one secret of the 


final victory. This was the de- 
cisive factor. It was persistence 
that had won and won only be- 
cause it was more persistent and 
would still hold on just a bit 
longer. 

The Master’s Word in that 
prayer-parable of Luke 18 (Luke 
18:1-8) came to mind, “always 
to pray, and not to faint.” The 
chief thing in the conflict of life 
and of service is prayer. The 
chief temptation in such fighting 
and prayer is to tire out and give 
up. It seems as though some in- 
visible power were trying to wear 
us out, to exhaust our bodily 
strength and so our persistence. 
The chief factor in prayer, on the 
human side, is persistence—a 
gentle, cheery, undiscourageable 
persistence, but without the com- 
mon element of stubbornness, 

That word “stubborn” really 
stands for a sort of blind animal 
doggedness, from which the ele- 
ments of intelligence and reason- 
ableness are absent (Psa. 32:9). 
There is a strength that is strong 
enough to hold on, but not strong 
enough to do it graciously and to 
yield on nonessentials. The per- 
sistence that the Holy Spirit gives 
and strengthens, sees, feels, 
listens, ‘shifts the position ‘slightly 
here and there to meet the opposi- 
tion more intelligently, but never 
yields on the main issue, Yet there 
is a quietness, a cheeriness, a gen- 
tleness of spirit, a sweet reason- 
ableness wholly absent from per- 
sistence of the stubborn sort. This 
has enormous influence in break- 
ing down the opposition. Only the 
Holy Spirit can give such per- 

(Continued on page 8) 
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Bird Life in Wington 


By Calvin Reid 


Senator Starling moved right into Mr. Bluejay’s house. 


SENATOR STARLING AN THE §.P.A. 


Senator Starling is one of the most “important” members 
of the First Birderian Church of Wington—at least he is 
very important in his own eyes. 


Because of his influence in the 
political world, he feels that his 
opinions should carry great weight 
in the church, but as a matter of 
fact they don’t. The truth is, Sena- 
tor Starling is not at all popular 
among the church birds of Wing- 
ton; the reason being that he is 
extremely selfish. Also, he is not 
always straight in his business 
dealings. 

For example, last year while Mr. 
Bluejay was spending the winter 
in Florida, Senator Starling moved 


~ 


right into his house. Mr. Bluejay 
was very angry when he returned 
and found his nest occupied. He 
argued and argued with the Sena- 
tor, even called him “Thief,, 
Thief.” Then he tried to take the 
matter to court, only to find that 
Senator Starling had secured the 
passage of a new bill in Congress 
placing all old bird houses under 
the S.P.A.—the Starling Priority 
Administration—with himself as 


president. In support of his bill 


the Senator had argued that with 
all old houses taken over by his 
new organization, other birds 
would be forced to build new 
homes and thus a building boom 
would be set in motion which 
would benefit the entire country. 

Being accustomed to getting 
something for nothing in the politi- 
cal field, Senator Starling tries 
to operate according to this same 
principle in the realm of religion. 
He has~a great deal to say about 
what is wrong with the church. 
He is critical of the minister, of 
the officers, of the building, in 
particular of all financial cam- 
paigns. The church, according to 
him, is “always asking for money.” 

Last Sunday when a _ special 
cause was presented, he was over- 
heard muttering to his wife, “Why 
don’t they borrow the money like 
we do at Washington?” As to his 
own pledge, the Trustees consi- 
der themselves fortunate if he pays 
half of it. Yes, Senator Starling 
has no lack of money for cigars, 
sports and entertaining, but when 
it comes to giving, he is about as 
stingy and selfish as Mr. Hawk, 
who is hated and feared by all 
the birds as a thief and a robber. 

The real trouble with Senator 
Starling is that, when he was a 
little bird, he was not taught by 
his parents that it is more blessed 
to give than to receive. And of 
course he is never going to be 
popular with other birds or happy 
in his own heart until he learns 


that all-important lesson. 


(From Bird Life in Wington, by 
Rev. J. Calvin Reid. The seven- 
teenth of thirty chapters to ap- 
pear regularly in THE SWorRD OF 
THE LorD. This book may be had 
for $1:50 from Sword of the Lord 
Publishers, 214. W. Wesley St., 
Wheaton, Ill.) 


Where Do Revivals Begin? 


(Contnued from page 3) 


. motorcycle into a tree. When we 


got to the hospital, we heard him 
breathing out his last. We heard 
him saying, “That if thou shalt 
confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, thou shalt be saved.” That 
was the only verse he learned the 
night before, and the only verse 
he could remember the afternoon 
after, and it was the verse with 
which he went into Heaven. “That 
if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt 
believe in thine heart that God 
hath raised him from the dead, 
thou shalt be saved’? (Rom. 10:9). 
You can be saved! 

I am glad tonight that as far as 
I know my heart, I have repented 
of all my sins. The sins before I 
met Jesus face to face, and the 
besetting sins along the way. I 
said, “O God, take this poor brok- 
en preacher—a failure and unpro- 
fitable at his 
me from sin, and let me hate sin, 


Methodism 


(Continued from page 4) 


including the Daily Worker and 
the New Masses. 


To discredit America at home 
and abroad, to condemn the 
American economic system as un- 
christian, to promote conclusions 
which give aid and comfort to the 
Communists are, undoubtedly, the 
right of any American. To pro- 
mote them in the name of a great 
Protestant church is, I believe, to 
misrepresent it and bring its min- 
istry into disrepute. Predominant- 
ly, the faith of Methodism and the 
faith of Protestantism are of an 
order far different from that and 
far more conducive to Christian 
progress. For those of that church 
to fail to reassert their faith 
against this growing, aggressive 
minority will be to fail both 
America and the church. 
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best—and cleanse |: 


love God, love people, preach the 
gospel and bring many to Jesus. 
Insofar as lies:within me, I have 
repented, and I pray God, give to 
us in Oakland not a campaign but 
a revival. If you will repent to- 
night, we shall have the begin- 
nings of revival. Won’t you come? 


IT NEVER 


cided to do 
try it once. 
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never happen again. There was some 
discussion in the office before we de- 


worked we were made. If it didn’t work 
it would soon sink into oblivion. What 
do we mean? Why the unprecedented, 
most amazing, once-in-a-life-time (per- 
haps) offer. 
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happened before and it may 


it, but we finally agreed to 
What could we lose? If it 
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(Continued from page 7) 
sistence. And He can give it only 
to him who goes to school daily, 
steadily, and tries faithfully to 
learn his lessons. That is what 
the Master means by “not to 
faint.’”’ This cheery undiscourage- 
able persistence (Luke 11:8-9) is 
one of the great traits .of the 
prayer that changes things; the 
other is definiteness (Matt. 18:19; 
Mark 11:24). 


Merely a Climax 

Our friend’s experience brought 
this all up to mind-afresh. In the 
beginning it seemed wholly im- 
possible to get a lot on which to 
build. Slowly, bit by bit, things 
changed. The foreign owner of 
the land wanted came unexpect- 
edly on a visit to his property. 
The direct appeal was favorably 
received at last. In the change 
of ownership of a large tract a 
free grant was made for. the 
chapel, then a bit of cunning, 
underhanded redtape threatened 
to affect the clear title. Finally 
the bit of land was secured with 
a clear title in perpetuity. But 
it was fighting and keen work, 
one ditch after another, every 
step of the long, slow way; per- 
sistent opposition, yet more per- 
sistent hanging on, with the 
wondrous unseen Friend never 
failing in suggestion and _ in 
strength. 

Then when building could be 
begun, it seemed impossible to get 


anywhere. The season’s supply was 


The Finnish Gold Story 


lumber. None was to be gotten) | 


all bought up. But the faithful 
inner Friend kept her hopefully 
hoping in the midst of most hope- 
less circumstances (Rom. 4:17-21). 
Then an unexpected raft of logs 
came floating down the river. So, 
step by step she plodded on. Prices 
were lowered; unconverted men 
offered their labor; the best build- 
er was secured; difficulties rose 
and were downed. It was one long 
story of opposition, reproach, 
criticism; prayer and the unfailing 
faithfulness of God. The bit that 
came at the end was simply a 
climax. It fitted perfectly as a 
capstone to the whole structure 
of faith going up with the going 
up of the chapel. That capstone 
was brought forth with glad 
shoutings of praise to our won- 
drous faithful God (Zech, 4:6-10). 

And to the praise of His grace 
it is put down here that men may 
trust him more, and more simply. 


(From Sword Book of Treasures, 
Sword of the Lord Publishers, 
$2.50.) 
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